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Emergency call

Android is not a telephone (nor a robot). Android is software designed to be used on cell phones [source: Android]. It was developed by Google, which later headed the Open Handset Alliance (OHA). The Open Handset Alliance is a consortium of over 80 companies dedicated to moving forward innovation in cell phones. Android is based on Linux and
Java and users of Android enabled phones are offered wider and cheaper ways to maximize the use of their phones [source: OHA]. You may want to unlock your phone in order to change service providers or perhaps to use your phone abroad. Here are some ways to unlock an Android cell phone. How you unlock the phone will depend on who your
telephone service provider is. T-Mobile You must have had a contract with a T-Mobile cell phone for ninety days before you can apply to the company to unlock the phone. Call T-Mobile and give them the necessary details about your phone and your contract, and they'll supply you with an unlock code to enter into your phone in order to unlock it.
You're entitled to receive an unlock code if you wish to travel abroad and insert a foreign phone company's SIM card in your phone.Nokia If you have a Nokia phone, you can search the Internet for a free online calculator to find out what your unlock code is. Once you have the code, simply enter it into the phone to unlock it.Other locked phones Often
however, you will have to pay for the convenience of unlocking your Android phone. You may have to purchase software or even a cable. Be prepared to pay up to $60 to get the job done. Some Android phones cannot be unlocked at all, or require hardware modification to unlock them [source: Segan]. In this week's roundup we take a look at Google's
new technology -- Native Client, its Android phone, news from the world of web browsers and more. In news this week, Google uncovered its plans to introduce a new technology called Native Client to allow web applications to access a users’ CPU. The company also announced that it is joining forces with Salesforce.com to integrate App Engine with
Force.com. Developers can now get their hands on an Android phone from Google too. Over in the world of web browsers, Chrome is about to exit the beta stage. IE7 users are being warned of a new zero-day exploit, unintentionally made public by Chinese security researchers. A new web workers feature, which is a part of the HTML 5 specification,
was introduced in the latest Firefox 3.1 beta 2 and allows browsers to process scripts in the background. From the blogs this week, Brendon Chase explored the possibility of webcams being the next input device and I looked at the new W3C mobileOK tool that has been released. In videos we showed five services to turn off in Windows Server 2003
and the worst predictions of 2008. In this handy tutorial, Chris Duckett shows you how to get started with Firefox extensions. -Posted by Lana Kovacevic Best answer: Many models will tell the phone's locked status in the about section of the settings. If you can't find that, you can simply try another carrier's SIM card in your phone to see if it will
read. Finally, if you bought it from a carrier, you may need to call support to check its lock status, or request an unlock. Carrier-locked phones are limited to using a SIM from just one carrier. This means that if you want to change carriers, you'll need to make sure your phone is unlocked or get ready to buy a new one. The good news is that if you've
paid off your phone, you can get it unlocked and bring it to another carrier.If you bought your phone from a carrier, the first thing to do is make sure it's paid off. If you were paying it off with a series of payments, you'd need to make sure you have paid the full balance. One thing to keep in mind is that some carriers use buy one get one deals with
monthly bill credits to lock customers into a cycle of paying off the phone for the full term. If you've participated in one of these promotions, you may need to pay off two phones rather than just one.Once it's paid off, it will either unlock automatically, or you can request an unlock from the carrier. If you're switching to a new carrier, make sure to get
your phone unlocked before you leave your old carrier. You can still get your phone unlocked down the line, but it can take a lot longer, and may require account information you don't have handy.If you bought your phone from Amazon or another online retailer, the phone would be listed as unlocked or carrier-specific. Be sure to choose the unlocked
version for your region. International models will work with U.S. carriers, but you may not have access to all carrier bands and 5G support may be weaker than U.S. models.Of course, if you bought your phone directly from the manufacturer and listed it as unlocked, it would be. All phones sold directly from Google are unlocked, and many phones
from other manufacturers like Samsung, OnePlus, and even Apple are sold directly, and SIM unlocked.For the rest of the phones out there, there's really only one fool-proof way to check: Try it. How to check if your phone is unlocked(Image credit: Source: Samuel Contreras / Android Central)You'll see websites that claim you can check if your phone
is unlocked online. While that might be true, these services cost money and are often incorrect. I'll come right out and say it: Don't bother.Instead, you can call your carrier, or the carrier/MVNO you're thinking of switching to. Companies keep a database of IMEI numbers that says which phones are compatible, unlocked, or blacklisted. You might not
have any luck here, though, because the person answering the phone might not be able to give you that information — they either don't have access to it, or aren't allowed to tell you over the phone. It's worth a try if you don't have access to a SIM card from a different company, though.Skipping all of that, the easiest way to find out if your phone is
unlocked is to just put in a SIM card from another carrier. It doesn't have to be a SIM card connected to an active account — the phone will try to initiate a connection with any SIM card in place. Some carriers like Google Fi will even send you a SIM for free, and you aren't charged anything until you activate the card. The process is as follows:(Image
credit: Ara Wagoner / Android Central)Make a phone call using your current SIM card, if possible. This is to check that the phone is working properly. (Call your mom and tell her "hello"; she'll appreciate it.)Shut off the phone and remove the SIM card. Look in the manual or online if you're not sure how to do this, and if you need a SIM card removal
tool, a paperclip usually works fine. You may also want to give it a SIM PIN code first, so no one can steal and use your old SIM card.Put the new SIM card in your phone and power it back on.If you're greeted with a dialog box telling you to enter a SIM unlock code, your phone is SIM locked to the carrier it was originally purchased from.If you don't
see an unlock code prompt, check that it says you have service if you used a valid SIM card. If you do, your phone is probably unlocked. Try making another phone call. (Mom won't mind two calls on the same day.)If you can't call using the new SIM card, you'll probably get a recorded message with some error code. You can jot down the code and
check online to see why the call can't be completed, so you know if it's because of a SIM lock, or because of incompatible hardware. Having a wholly incompatible phone with another network is unlikely nowadays, but it's worth checking.If you don't have access to another SIM card, you can also take your phone into a carrier store and tell them you're
thinking of switching carriers and want to check if it's unlocked. Don't feel bad about telling a little white lie to a carrier — they tell them to us all of the time. They should be able to help you put in a SIM card and check.If your phone is SIM-locked, don't fret. Carriers are required to SIM unlock your phone provided it has been paid for in full, and
your account is in good standing. Each carrier has slightly different rules regarding how long you have to own the phone and how long your account has to be open.You may be able to request an unlock directly from your phone's settings. T-Mobile has a help page (opens in new tab) dedicated specifically to showing customers how to request an
unlock. You can also download the T-Mobile Device Unlocker app (opens in new tab) if your phone doesn't have the option. AT&T also has an unlocker app (opens in new tab) as well as a website to request unlocks (opens in new tab). This might take a little time depending on your device, so be patient if it doesn't unlock immediately.In many cases,
you may need to do nothing at all. Verizon, for example, states that it will automatically unlock phones 60 days after they have been paid off. If all of that doesn't work, you can give customer service a call, and they'll help you out. The long and short of it is; if you've paid the phone off, and it hasn't been reported lost or stolen, you should have no
trouble getting it unlocked.Do you need an unlocked phone?(Image credit: Nicholas Sutrich / Android Central)Most smartphone owners ask how to check if their phone is unlocked because they plan to switch carriers. You may or may not have heard of MVNO carriers, which are gaining popularity as a cheaper alternative for service. We think that's
great because having even more choices can't be a bad thing. And even if you go with one of the "big" carriers, having the ability to switch whenever you want puts the power in your hands.But no matter which of the best cell phone plans you want to adopt, you'll need to make sure you have a SIM-unlocked phone first. That means you can use a SIM
card from any company, so long as the hardware is compatible with the network, with no restrictions.Most of the best Android phones are available unlocked, but if you're paying a monthly fee to your carrier for a phone, it's more than likely locked. Just be careful not to get trapped into a buy one lease one free agreement, with monthly bill credits
that keep you on the carrier for 24 or 36 months.Switching to an MVNONow that you know how to check if your phone is unlocked, your next question should be what to do with your newly freed phone. There are several important considerations you should make when switching to an MNVO, including checking if your phone works with MNVOs.If
you've already decided that's your path forward, then your next step is choosing an MNVO. Since your phone may be restricted to a single provider, we have round-ups on the best Verizon prepaid carriers, best T-Mobile prepaid carriers, and all AT&T prepaid carriers to help you decide.
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